An evaluation of five serological tests for the detection of antibody to bovine herpesvirus 1 in vaccinated and experimentally infected cattle.
More than 300 bovine sera from a previously reported vaccination and challenge trial were tested for antibodies to bovine herpesvirus 1 (BHV1) by five serological assays: enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) for IgM and IgG, passive haemagglutination (PHA), and two methods of virus neutralisation (VN). In a statistical comparison of ELISA (IgG), PHA and VN results, the assays showed highly significant correlations (P less than 0.01). The sensitivities of ELISA and 24-hour neutralisation tests were similar, in contrast to passive haemagglutination and one hour neutralisation which failed to detect BHV1 antibodies in some low titre sera.